Into-the Right Honourable T he Lords of Councill and Seffoy 
The REPORT, REPRESEN LA. 
T ION, and PETITION, of the Committee 
of ADV OC ATS, appointed by your Lordſhips to 
meet with the Stent Maſters of Edinburgh: as 


SHEWETH 


HAT in purſuance of the priviledges found by Decreet of your Lordſhip3 in Febru - 
ary 1687 to belong to the Members of the Colledge of Juftice and in obedience to 
your Lurdſhips appointment whereby we were authorized and appointed by your Lord- 

ſhips co go through with the Stenr*Mafters of Edinburgh and todo all things necel- 

in order to the ſeeing of the Towns proportion of the publick burdens, Juſtly and equally 

id on Nc. We did meet with the Moderator of the/Stest and remanent Stent. Maffers und 

g concert with them, that the going thorow in order to rhe Survey, ſhould Commence ihe 24 

Fanuary laſt; And that we might make ſurvey Bocks of our own, ln ſuch minner as we 

ldhiok-fir, in regaitd they would not allow us the uſe of their Survey Books of the for- 

year for our Information. And becauſe as they pre:ended, it would de eight or ten days 

Artbey deſited we might be punQuali in obferving the diets, which we zgieed to Becauſe 

ey ptetende i they were oblidged to lacloſe in order io the proportioning of the Stent upon the 

> day of Fanwary thereaficr, which we alſo were ſzti, ed ich, that ſo the buſineſs might have 

En compleated before the commencement of the Seſſion, 

conform to this Concert, we did begin the Survey upon the 2d of January, and continued 

dto do tor fome diets very panRuially. Bot at length the Stent Maſters perceiving that we 

more ſeriouſly apply in this than in any former years for attaining to the full knowledge 
that affair, by making ſcrolls of the ſurvey in the terms as we had concerted with the Ster: 
lers of befote. They berame moſt uceaſy and ſhifted the going thorow, albe?, we wete always 

. For a ipecious pre ext to thoſe delayes, ſome pretended one excuſe and ſome an other 

bs perceiveivg that their defign could be no other but te wearie us cut ol it or to tua us up- 

the Seſſion, r hen we could not ſo conveniently aitend, We did commiſſionat ſame of our Num - 1 

to fgnify 10 the Moderator of che Towns Stent. Maſters, That we were obſerving unpteſiden - bh 

& 36d - extracrdinery delays in their miking up the ſurvey, with which we would acquaint 1 

» Loxdſhips unleſs they would tc ſie that abuſe for the future, and haveing teteiv ei no ſa · 

tory anſwer;-we did require them under form of Inflirument ro go thorom de die in dien 

L Protefied in the terms of our Inltrumears herewich produced. Notwithlianding whereat al- 

M ſome of them did thereafier go tor fume diets, yet they did it wv th ſuch reluctancie, that 

| of them never went at once, and keeped us Hill in fuſpence, with {uch thain and Dilatory an- 

13 as this, that they knew not „ hether they could go or not. Whereudon we 1cfvlied 1 

welt. our ſelues, not only 1h be ready ro zuend them daily untill :he Seſſion ſhould fic down 

ac we might have tedteis, gut alto tbat we might now and then require thoſe Srenr-mefers 
our particular diftrits, to go abut the ſurvey, with us at the ordinary diers, and which all 
vs did obſerve, as appears by ſeveral loſtruments likewiſe here wiih produced, bur all to no 
drpoſe, none of us baving had opportunity to go thorow out whole Bounds, and ſome not 90e 

If and etbets not 2 chiid thereofy thorow the Stent. Maſters their not concurring tu auend the 

ts, By all which it is very preiumeable that there is ſome Latent Myſtety in that affair, To 

e knowledge whereot they do nat incline the Coliedge of Zuftice ſhould attain, Eſpesialy ſeing 

Is is certain that betore the Revolution, when Eight months Ceſs was impoſed, the propar- 

u of the dericors was only about Eight per Cent of the valued rent, and nom in theſe lat- 

years it has bezo for the moſt part 15 or 16 of 17 per cent and ſome times more, for che 
Number of Months. And ſeeing thete is no appatent Method of diſcorering what oteuſi- 

$ this dittere: cs. unleſs we de prefent at the hole ſurvey, & ſo have before us the Totall tent 
the Town, and Likeways be preſent at proportioning the Stent, both upon Land and Trade, 

d rhat now they abſolureiy refuſe to go thorow. unleſs we would engage to make no ſetells 

write, of the Survey, and which if yeilded to, might render che deſign altogether Eluſory: and 

t co Eviderce tho deſire we bad ot conitibuting our eadeavours, to procure a lalting Frieod- 

iff betwixt tne Colledge of J uſſ ice and the good Town, we did ſo tair comply with the da- 

& of ſome of the Magiſtiates and Moderator of the Stent that after ſeveral meet ing: and 

mmunings wherein they repreſented ſ tho without ground ) that our making up of Scrolls 

the valuation might give ambrage to the neighbourhead we 2greed to ſupetceed the perteRing 

' thefs Scrolls upon their going into ſuch propoſalls ay might tend to give ur rhe 

rect knowledge and information {of che way and manner of impaſitg: ard 
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dequieſce; yet when we came fo require ſome proper Security for the performance, v. 
the Moderator of the Stent and the Præſes of out Connitiee, lor their reſpeQtive Brethren þ 
the Propoſals, in token of their being agreed to by both pariies, the ſame nas poſitively 
fuſed io ud: from which tis very plain, that the defign from the beginning has been, and fl. 
continues, to deprive us of all prope? mears, whereby to come to the knewlecge of ary fi. 
2r.iculg'+,15 your Lordſhips Decrtet & AU of Sederunt,and ptiviledges of the Co'l:dge off 
ice thereby confirmeJ,intirles us to: And ſeing our demanding ſome ſecurity on the pare « 
good Tumn & theſe Sten. maſler i for perfortrance of ſo modeſt & equalropeſils as we tent 
to them, was bo h equal, and abſolu ely neceſſary; fince otherwiſe, without ſome Docu 
of iheir Conſent la writing, they would no doubt have refiled in the ſame manner from th 
as they did tiom the farlt Concert ſolemnly agreed to betwixt the Stent mafters and us, at a off: 
tal Meeting, whereby at their own deſite, and by their ecnſent we were to make up Valu 
Books of out cor, in regaid they refuſed us ihe benefir of their old Sciol - books for . 
that labour: And ye? after we bad all undergone a great Fatigue, in going through and ca 
oh out Books a & nſi 'eravle length, they all broke off the Con:ert, and refuſed to go thr 
any More with us, un eis we would Jay atide making up of Books any further, LTherefoy 
le bumbly craved, that your Lerdſhips may apply ſome effectual Remedy for preventing M- 
Abuſe committed againſt the Members of the Colledge of Jultice, and par:icularly ( att 
an other proper Expedient that can de fallen upon) to ordain the Town Council ot Edinl 
ard the preſent Stent Mafters to produte the former years Books, both of the Surveys 
ſubſcribed Stent Books of Land and Trade ( the inſpeQion of hich ſubſcribed Books by 
Ad of Parl. Is allowed to every Neighbour ta demand ) and that in order to the making u 
this year» Survey, they may be ordained to go throw ar ſuch Diets, as we who are appointec 
your Lordthips to at end the ſame, may convenien. ly be preſent, for perſe@iug rheScrollswt 
in we ate already advanced as far as we have furveyed, that ſo sour Lordſhips Authority 
be ſalvedzand our Privitedyes vindicated in the ietms, and conform to your Lordſhips AZ off: 
derunt and Lecreet above menticned. 
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Here follows the Articles agreed to, betwixt the Moderator 
Stent=Mafters of F dinburgh,with concourſe of Baillie Na 
and Dean of Gild Neillon, on bebaif of the Magiſtracie | 
Council of Edinburgh, and the Committee of Advocats 
pointed by the Faculty, and autborized by the Lords of $ 


fron. 


K 1 N AT the eight Advocate appointed by the Faculty of Advocats & authorized by 
1 : Lords ot de ii o, ſhall not only go alcng with the Stent MaPers, at their takin 
| the ſeveral Survey», but alſo mabe their reſpettive privat Remarks apart, and 


— 
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1 cloſe of each Diet, that the haill Books, herein the V. luaurns ate contained and fer dow 
| " the Steat-Matters be murk23 by the Advocacs preſent; for preventing ine Subſtitution of of 

| in cheir place. 
of Trelgo ts 2d», That the faids haill Scroll Books ſhall be ſeen hen finiſhed, and petuſed by the 
E "BY i vosais themſelves at their own Meetings, and remain with ibem for a competent ſpace, not 


than 48 hours before inelc ſing. 
3{io, That they shall ſee the Books containing che Total of the Sten, both upon Land 
Trade, made up frum the reſpeQuive Scroll Books, as likeways the ColleAors Book mat 
from the whole, which is tbe Kute cf the uplitticg; that they may peruſe them — 1 
felves for a competent ſpace, nut leſs then 45 hurts, and compare the one with the othe 
ter the ſaids Books are made up by the Stevi Matters, and that both before aud after fig 
— and that the Moderatot may be prelent with the ad vocats, at the peruſivg the 
Bo- ks, | 
194 * That the Dlets for comples ing the Survey, and for proportioning the Stent, 
. ofing, (hall be concerted and juuea, to the reſpeRive Ad ocats of the Committee 
& | Conveniencie. 5 
F | g'o0, That Mr, Malter Stu art cont nue to make up his Scr-Il Book for the third Re 
I in corjunAion with the Stent Malter, of the ud Bounds, fiil they come within tour Þ 
1 of the vld Seroll- Book; that io he may bring bis Baok equa'ly up with others of the “ 
j \ miztee of Advocats, which he hatn 2.0 a$ jet gotten done, throw thoſe Stent-Maſtery, 
poinzed for his bounds, deiog. the ut who broke off the Survey, ; | 


) 
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